August 21.]
Laurence Kirk.
by whose labours a knowledge of the Latin language will be preserved in Scotland, if it shall be preserved at all. Lord Gardenston', one of our judges, collected money to raise a monument to him at this place, which I hope will be well executed3. I know my father gave five guineas towards it. Lord Gardenston is the proprietor of Laurence Kirk, and has encouraged the building of a manufacturing village, of which he is exceedingly fond, and has written a pamphlet upon it3, as if he had founded Thebes; in which, however, there arc many useful precepts strongly expressed. The village seemed to be irregularly built, some of the houses being of clay, some of brick, and some of brick and stone. Dr. Johnson observed, they thatched well here.
I was a little acquainted with Mr. Forbes, the minister of the parish. I sent to inform him that a gentleman desired to see him. He returned for answer, 'that he would not come to a stranger.' I then gave my name, and he came. I remonstrated to him for not coming to a stranger; and, by presenting him to Dr. Johnson, proved to him what a stranger might sometimes be. His Bible inculcates, 'be not forgetful to entertain strangers,' and mentions the same motive'1. He defended himself by saying, ' He had once come to a stranger who sent for him ; and he found him " a Little worth person!"'
Dr. Johnson insisted on stopping at the inn, as I told him that Lord Gardenston had furnished it with a collection of
1 There is some account of him in Chambcrs's Traditions of Edinburgh, ed. 1825, ii. 173, and in Dr. A. Carlylc's Auto, p. 136.
" G. Chalmers {Life of Ruddiman, p. 270) says:—'In May 1790, Lord Gardenston declared that he still intended to erect a proper monument in his village to the memory of the late learned and worthy Mr. Ruddiman.' In 1792 Gardenston, in his Miscellanies, p. 257, attacked Ruddiman. 'It has of late become fashionable,' he wrote, 'to speak of Ruddiman in terms of the highest respect.' The monument was never raised.
3 A Letter to the Inhabitants of Laurence Kirk, by F. Garden.
4  ' Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.'   Hebrews, xiii. 2.
books,ich arc said of him, as that he is a rock, a vine, a door, and a hundred other things.' /£. p. 313.
